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"I was anxious that he should devote his life to science,
and persuaded him to become a candidate for the chair of
natural philosophy at St. Andrews. He was on the point
of securing this, but his personal slight deformity was an
objection in the eyes of one of the electors and St. Andrews
lost the glory of having one of the greatest discoverers of our
"Dalton and Joule used to sit side by side at the Man-
chester Royal Institution — the keenly intelligent Joule/'
When Roscoe became professor of chemistry at Owens
College in 1857, Joule's researches were the subject of his
first public lecture in Manchester. He had recently come
from Germany, where he had studied under Bunsen, and
had learned of Joule's great reputation in Germany.
Joule's early correspondence frequently displays his
precision of thought and character. The Manchester
Literary and Philosophical Society possesses a letter dated
July loth, 1848, in which Joule insists that the Society
should present its memoirs only to other societies that make
a return. "We must be just to ourselves."
In another letter he discusses what should be done with
a mathematical paper upon which the referees gave no
opinion. He considered that the safest and best plan was
to publish. "I believe that if we are to wait for perfect
mathematical papers we may wait long enough."
On February 6th, 1849, h-e addressed a note from his
laboratory at the Brewery, New Bailey Street, Salford:
"Will you kindly inform me whether it will be con-
venient for you to attend the meeting to-night. I am
anxious to hear Jenny Lind, but if you intend to go or are
otherwise occupied I will endeavour to be present at the
Society's meeting."
Presumably he intended to go with his brother, who would
write a notice of the concert for the Courier.
In 1851 he wrote a letter of resignation as Vice-president
of the Society because its late President was excluded from
its councils.
Osborne Reynolds first saw Joule in 1869.   He writes:
"That Joule, who was then <i years of age, was rather

